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Thanks From the Earl Collins Foundation

The trustees and officers of The Earl Collins 
Foundation thank our fellow Missouri-Arkansas 
Kiwanians for the strong support of the Earl Col-
lins Foundation that you provided through the 
2019 Missouri-Arkansas District Convention. 

First, we wish to thank you for your generosity 
in buying Cardinal baseball game raffle tickets in 
your clubs and at the convention. The Foundation 
netted $3465 in the raffle after paying $250 for the 
cash card. The winning ticket was sold by Tom 
Wiles to a guest speaker at his Huntsville, AR 
club. Surely, that guest speaker will now become a 
member of the Huntsville club! Then Dave Skitek, 
Kiwanis Club of Raytown Three Trails, won $185 
in the 50/50 at the Past Lt. Governors’ breakfast 
and donated it to the Earl Collins Foundation.

Also, we wish to thank you for your generosity in 
donating silent auction items and in bidding on 
the items. We made $1992 at the silent auction. In 
addition, one club and two individuals donated 
$50 each, for an additional $150. Karen Jones, 
Kiwanis Club of Lee’s Summit, donated a valuable 
historical quilt to the auction. Les Mace, Kiwanis 
Club of Springfield South, auctioned the quilt 
at the Saturday night Governor’s Dinner. Nancy 
Willimon, Kiwanis Club of Meramec Valley, 
placed the winning bid (an additional $500) and 
donated the quilt to the new Mo-Ark Kiwanis 
Museum in Harrison, AR.  

In total, you contributed nearly $6400 to the Earl 
Collins Foundation. These proceeds will be used 
to benefit youth in the Missouri-Arkansas Dis-
trict. The Earl Collins Foundation is committed 
to pay $26,000.00 in scholarships this year and to 
support various Service Leadership Programs in 
the District. 

As a Missouri-Arkansas Kiwanian, you are a 
member of the Earl Collins Foundation. Thank 
you for making such a positive impact with your 
membership!
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Governor’s Message

 Well here it is, the end of our year and I have no idea where 
the year has gone, but it has been a fantastic year. I want to take this 
opportunity to thank the Missouri-Arkansas district for the many 
great visits I have had into the four corners of our district. From vis-
iting with our Key Leader camps, to helping with a new club build-
ing blitz, I have had a chance to visit and exchange ideas with many 
Kiwanians. We have built four new clubs and have three that we are 
working to complete this month. We have a great team working to 
make it happen and if it doesn’t all happen in September, it will be 
happening in October.
 But wait, I still have many visits to make. Some before the 
end of the year, and several after. We are still building clubs, visiting 
new club charter nights and helping clubs celebrate their anniversa-
ries. I will also be making visits throughout the next Kiwanis year to 
new clubs, as well as working on the area mid-year education days 
being planned. 
 Diane and I would like to thank each of you for your hospi-
tality and help throughout this past couple of years. I could not pos-
sibly name everyone that deserves recognition, so I will not try. I will 
however extend out thanks to the past governors and their partners 
for their great encouragement and assistance. Also, I cannot end 
without passing along my great thanks to our district secretary, Mary 
Vaughn. 
 Please take advantage of the many locations we will be hold-
ing our mid-year education days. Keep an eye on the Kiwanigram 
and district web page for details. One will be close enough to allow 
you to make the trip in a single day. I will be attending each of these 
gatherings and will be bringing information about our new district 
project, Every Child a Swimmer.

Your in Kiwanis Service,

Gary Baker, Governor 2018-2019
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In Memoriam: Kiwanis International President 
Florencio “Poly” Lat

 Florencio C. “Poly” Lat, 2018-19 Kiwanis 
International president, died Wednesday, Sep-
tember 18, 2019, after a long illness. Lat, from the 
Philippines, began his term on October 1, 2018, 
and served until his death. He was elected president 
of Kiwanis International during the 103rd Annual 
Kiwanis International Convention in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, USA.
 “All of Kiwanis sends our heartfelt sym-
pathies to Poly’s family and friends,” said Kiwanis 
International Executive Director Stan Soderstrom. “One of Poly’s greatest 
dreams has been realized: helping children around the world live better lives. 
He often said the only difference among children is opportunity, and Poly 
worked tirelessly to ensure all children have the opportunity to thrive.”
 Daniel Vigneron, president-elect, expressed sadness at Lat’s death. 
“He was so full of joy at our Kiwanis International convention at Walt Disney 
World Resort® in Florida,” Vigneron said. “He was energized by seeing all his 
friends and colleagues.” Vigneron said Lat was a true servant leader. “Kiwanis 
is a better organization for his membership and leadership.”
 Lat was a member of Kiwanis for more than 30 years. He became 
president of the Kiwanis Club of Inter-City Homes, Muntinlupa, Metro 
Manila, in 1991; lieutenant governor in 2000; distinguished district governor 
in 2011-12 and was a Kiwanis International trustee from 2013 to 2016. He 
was a charter member of the Kiwanis clubs of Inter-City Homes, Muntinlupa, 
Metro Manila; Manila Bay and Fort Bonifacio Global City. 
 Lat held multiple Kiwanis awards and honors, including the Kiwanis 
Children’s Fund’s Walter Zeller Fellowship, George F. Hixson Diamond Fel-
lowship and its Centennial Award, the first among members in the Kiwanis 
Asia-Pacific Region. Under his leadership, Kiwanis received The Outstanding 
Philippine Leadership Excellence Award in Philanthropy for Environment 
from a joint project of the Rotary Club and Jaycees International.
 He is survived by his wife, Susan; three children, Diane, Dan and 
Geline; and three grandchildren, Iñigo, Nica and Lia. Lat retired from the 
Philippine National Bank as senior vice president. He spent 35 years with the 
bank.

Source: Kiwanis.org



MoArk District
Convention
August 8 - 11, 2019

Welcome Dinner
Friday, Aug. 9
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For most participants the convention began with 
the Welcome Dinner on Friday evening. The 
Ozark High School JROTC opened the festivities 
with a presentation of the colors. Greene County 
(MO) Clerk, amd member of the Springfield South 
Kiwanis Club, Shane Schoeller extended an of-
ficial Welcome to Springfield. After a fine dinner, 
District Interclub Chair Gwen Bonds presented 
the Interclub Awards and Governor Gary Baker 
told those present about the service projects taking 
place during the convention. The Linus Project, 
which is headquartered in Belton (MO), made 

fleece blankets 
for children 
in hospitals and homeless shelters. Also, the 
E-Centenial Kiwanis Club sponsored a Putting 
Contest with half the proceeds going to Good 
To Go Mobile Kitchen, which brings meals to 
homeless people where they are on the streets, 
and an event to pack food boxes for the organi-
zation. Governor Elect Ron Hill also announced 
his District Service Project for 2019-20, which 
will be the Every Child a Swimmer program 
to provide free swimming lessons to children 
throughout the district.
The evening concluded with some fun and fel-
lowship as the Kiwanians present enjoyed the 
music of the Uncle Buster Band.

Members of the Ozark High School 
JROTC present the colors at the Wel-
come Dinner.

Greene County Clerk, and Kiwanian, 
Shane Schoeller gave the official Wel-
come to Sprinfield.

General Session
Saturday, Aug. 10

At the General Session on Saturday 
morning, Kiwanians heard about the 
progress made on District programs 
and service projects in the past year. 

The Beatrice Johnson Kiwanis Youth Kamp reported the camp hosted 166 youth 
and 138 adults in the past year. Lights and electrical outlets have been installed in 
the pavillion, a flagpole has been raised, more hiking and biking trails have been 
cleared, and the new restroom facilities should be completed by the end of October. 



6| September, 2019 | KIWANIGRAM

Kiwanis Family Lunch
Saturday, Aug. 10

The Kiwanis Family Lunch featured annual updates from the many Service 
Leadership programs in the District and a special keynote speaker.
Rachael Kissee, CKI Sponsor for Truman State University, reported that Circle 
K is focusing this year on recruitment and retention of existing members and 
clubs. She thanked Ralph Baldi for his service as chair of the District Circle K 
Committee over the past year, and welcomed Richard Hammond as new chair 
for the committee.
Dolores Stamps, Chair of the 
district Aktion Club Committee, 
proudly announced that Aktion 
Club is the fastest growing branch 
of the Kiwanis family in the 
MoArk District. There are cur-
rently 12 Aktion Clubs in MoArk 
with 252 members, and that num-
ber continues to grow. Virginia, 
a member of the Harrison (AR) 
Aktion Club, along with Faculty 
Advisor Amanda, came to tell 
Kiwanians about her experience 
in Aktion Club. She said “Aktion 
Club is fun, and every time I help 
people it makes me smile.”
Builders Club is also growing in the MoArk District. There are currently 44 
Builders Clubs in the district, which is up by 2 clubs from last year, with over 
20,000 youth as members. McKenzie Rogers, advisor for the Huntsville (AR) 

MoArk Eliminate Chair Roger 
Jespersen delivers his report at 
the General Session.

Virginia, from the Harrison (AR) Aktion Club spoke 
to Kiwanians at the Kiwanis Family Lunch.

Future plans for the camp include improved signage for the trails, an archery 
range, and a ropes course.  

District Eliminate Chair Roger Jespersen reported 
that Chad was declared MNT free in April, leaving 
only 13 countries still at risk for Maternal Neona-
tal Tetanus. He said the MoArk District has raised 
$1.69 million of the $1.8 million we pledged to the 
Eliminate Project, with MoArk Key Clubs raising 
over $100,000 of those funds.
Nancy Hoff, MoArk chair for the Kiwanis Children’s 
Fund, told us how the KCF provides funding to 
support the Eliminate and IDD projects, Kiwanis 
disaster relief services, and over $500,000 in grants 
for club and district projects. 
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Builders Club, was presented with the Kiwanis 
International Leadership Award.
MoArk Key Club Governor Zach Presser, a member 
of the Cave City High School Key Club in Batesville 
(AR), gave the district Key Club report. He said Key 
Club membership is down in the district over last 
year. To combat this, Key Club leadership is look-
ing at new and better ways to communicate with 
their clubs, and evolving away from location specific 
service.

Key Club Governor Zach Presser 
addresses Kiwanians at the 
Kiwanis Family Lunch.

The keynote speaker for the Kiwanis Family 
Lunch was Jodie Adams, Past President of 
the National Recreation and Parks Associa-
tion. She spoke of the benefits and impor-
tance of play for people and communities. 
Adams also served as Director of Parks 
and Recreation for Springfield (MO) for 
43 years, and said she has seen the positive 
impact Kiwanis has on communities. She 
spoke of recent trends to bring nature back 
into playgrounds to teach environmental stewardship and promote science and 
discovery. Adams also reminded Kiwanis clubs that inclusive playgrounds should 
include sensory development equipment, such as music play areas, in addition to 
ramps. She encouraged Kiwanis clubs to continue to pursue projects to promote 
inclusive and intergenerational play.

Keynote speaker Jodie Adams addresses 
Kiwanians about the importance of play.

Governor’s Banquet
Saturday, Aug. 10

The highlight of the convention was the annual Gov-
ernor’s Banquet on Saturday night. At the banquet, 
Governor Gary Baker gave his thoughts on the past year. 
He was pleased to announce the district is expecting to 
have 2 consecutive years of membership growth, which 
means more service to our communities and support 
for our Service Leadership organizations. He estimated 
that each new member can help 206 kids in their com-
munity. The Governor congratulated the Earl Collins 
Foundation and Beatrice Johnson Kiwanis Youth Camp 
for the fine work they’ve done over the past year. He also 
announce he will be heading up the 2019-20 District 

2018-19 Governor Gary Baker 
presides over the annual 
Governor’s Banquet
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Closing Session
Sunday, Aug. 11

Service Projects

Service Project, Every Child a Swimmer. Governor Baker concluded his remarks 
by saying he had enjoyed his term as governor and all the regional visits he 
made, and thanked everyone in the district for making it a good year.
Past Governor Les Mace installed the 2019-20 District Officers and Lt. Gover-
nors, after which Governor Designate Ron Hill offered his remarks on the year to 
come. He said the theme for his term as governor will be “We Can Do It Togeth-
er” and will be focused on membership growth, but he cannot grow the district 
by himself. He challenged all Kiwanians in the district to recruit 6 new members 
in the coming year.

The Closing Session began with a 
Devotional Service provided by Thom 
South, who spoke on the subject of 

lonliness. He said technology can contribute to lonliness, with people being more 
connected than ever but not having satisfying relationships. Thom reminded us 
that in the Bible, God sent Eve to Adam because it was not good for him to be 
alone. He encouraged Kiwanians to invest their lives in others and develop posi-
tive relationships.
After breakfast came the memorial service 
for Kiwanians in the MoArk District who 
passed away during the previous year. 
As the names were read, Governor Gary 
rang the bell and First Lady Diane placed 
a carnation in a vase for each Kiwanian 
remembered. 
The session concluded with the traditional 
passing of the Governor and Governor Elect banners.

During the course of the convention, the E-Centeniel 
club raised $275 through their Putting Challenge and 
packed boxes of portable non-perishible food for Good 
To Go Mobile Kitchen.
105 fleece blankets were made for the Linus Project. 
These will be given to area hospitals, homeless shelters, 
and police departments to help children in crisis.
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Kiwanis Honors
We’re proud of ...

On August 22, the Springdale (AR) Down-
town Kiwanis club chartered with 50 mem-
bers. The Springdale Noon Kiwanis Club 
sponsored the new club. Governor Gary 
Baker presented the charter and Roger and 
Susan Jespersen presented a gift of $1.80 for 

each charter member to the Eliminate Project in honor of the new club. Past Gov-
ernor Jerry Martin matched the gift so there was enough to save 100 mothers and 
their babies from maternal neonatal tetanus.

The Kiwanis 
Club of Siloam 
Springs (AR) re-
cently recognized 
Brian Lamb with 
a Legion of Honor 
award for his 35 
years of service in 
their club.

Kiwanis is
a global 

organization of 
volunteers 

dedicated to 
improving the world, 

one child and one 
community at a time.

Kiwanis in Action
News from the Clubs

Each year the Gladstone (MO) 
police department collects 
school supplies from local 
businesses and distributes 
them to Kindergarten through 
Fifth Graders in their commu-
nity. This year the Gladstone 
Kiwanis Club staffed a table at 
this event, putting pencils and 
glue sticks into backpacks as 
the students came by. Kiwan-
ians Melva Deane Lipsey, Paula 
Johnson, and Dick Hinderliter 
(not pictured) participated. 
Loads of games and other 
activities made it a fun day for 
everyone.
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Kiwanis in Action
News from the Clubs

Members of The Kiwanis Club of Siloam Springs 
spent a recent Thursday afternoon helping fill 
Snack Pack bags for the Bright Futures Siloam 
Springs and the Siloam Springs School District’s 
Summer Meal Program at the Panther Health & 
Wellness Clinic. The Snack Packs are handed out 
to the local children of the community on Fridays 
during the summer break at the mobile meal sites 
so they can have meals for the weekend. Members who participated were (left to right) 
Wendell Skelton, Tim Mahan, Karl Mounger, Steve Onnen, Stephen Johnston, and 
Gary Wheat.

Thanks to volunteers from Boonslick 
Kiwanis, the Tie-Dye/Snow Cone event at 
First Chance for Children went very well. 
The weather was overcast so there wasn’t a 
big run for snow cones. Pictured from left: 
Ellen Bradley, Ann McGinity, Jeff Adams, 
Brenda Kidwell, Jim Hogan, Deb Shore.

On Sept. 24 the Kiwanis Club of Springfield 
South (MO) held their first B.U.G. party of 
the school year at the Musgrave Unit of the 
Boys and Girls Club. The top students from 
the Power Hour homework help program 
were treated to pizza and lemonade to recog-
nize their dedication to getting good grades.



Union Kiwanis Club members have volunteered to help clean sections of the 
Bourbeuse River for the past 34 years. On a recent Saturday in August, 25 Kiwanis 
members, including a student from Union Middle School’s Builders Club, partici-
pated in two Clean Stream teams to help keep the river clean.

Boonslick Kiwanis was proud to be 
a part of the unveiling of Anushka 
Jalisalgi’s Gold Award project at 
Kiwanis Park in Columbia, MO. 
The Gold Award is the highest 
honor given in Girl Scouts. For 
her Gold Award, Anushka worked 
with local businesses, friends and, 
of course, Boonslick Kiwanis to 
gather equipment, resources and 
manpower. She created and set a 
trailhead (shown here) mapping 

out the trails through the park and 
placed markers along the paths so to 
keep walkers on track and identify 
how far they have walked.
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Kiwanis in Action
News from the Clubs

Pictured l to r: Ann McGinity and Nancy Burke, 
members of Boonslick Kiwanis, Anushka Jalisalgi, Girl 
Scout, Roger Dawdy and Rebekah Robertson, members 
of Boonslick Kiwanis
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For the 17th year, the Gladstone Kiwanis Club 
provided a picnic as part of the celebration for 
participants of the NKC Library summer reading 
program. Hot dogs, chips, cookies, and bottled 
water were served to 125 excited children and their 
families.

Kiwanis in Action
News from the Clubs

Kiwanians in Columbia 
are joining forces! Build-
ers club sponsors from all 
4 clubs came together for a 
Service Leadership Commit-
tee meeting. They met with 
principals of 2 middle schools 
and discussed plans to engage 
with the schools and grow 
their Builders Clubs. Boon-
slick Kiwanis Members Jeff 
Adams and Deb Shore, along 
with faculty sponsor Jill Kiley, 
passed out bookmarks during Jump Start Day at Jefferson Middle School and at 
lunch at Gentry Middle School.

Pictured: Jill Kiley and Jeff Adams show off the banner as they 
pass out bookmarks during Jump Start Day at Jefferson Middle 
School
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Tribute to Raymond W. Lansford, PhD.
September 25, 1920 – September 9, 2019

 What were you doing 60 years ago in 1959? That is 
the year that Ray joined the Kiwanis club of Columbia, 
Missouri. In 1967, he became the Club President. Then 
he served as Division 5 Lt. Governor in the 1969-1970 
Kiwanis year. Continuing his role as Servant Leader, he 
served as Governor of the Missouri-Arkansas District 
during the 1974-1975 Kiwanis year.
 Just to keep his hand in leadership, he was elected 
and served as Kiwanis International President in 
1984-1985. While serving as President, he and Beuna 
traveled to over 62 countries in service to the Children 
of the World in the name of Kiwanis.

 As a Servant Leader, Ray led by example, recruiting new members to 
Kiwanis and starting many new clubs in the Missouri-Arkansas District. Along 
the way, he has received many accomplishments and recognitions:
Served in the United States Army Air Corps during World War II, receiving the 
Bronze Medal & three Oak Clusters
Graduate, Southwest Missouri State University, now Missouri State University
Earned his Master’s degree from Northwestern University
Earned his PhD at the New York University
1975-Kiwanis Life Fellow  
1977-Life Member
1982-Kiwanis International Foundation Tablet of Honor
1985-Kiwanis International Foundation Fellow
1985-Outstanding Alumnus by Missouri State University 
1986-1987 Kiwanian of  the year by the Columbia Kiwanis Club
1996-Human and Spiritual Values Award 
2001-George F. Hixon Diamond 3 Fellow
2007-The Kiwanis Club of Columbia named their Kiwanian of the Year award 
the Raymond W. Lansford Kiwanian of the Year Award.
2017-Les Mace Fellowship Award by the MoArk Earl Collins Foundation
2016- Named “Mr. Kiwanis” by the Missouri-Arkansas Kiwanis District
2017-Golden Bear by Missouri State University

Ray was Professor Emeritus of the Trulaske College of Business at the University 
of Missouri-Columbia. A Chair is named the Raymond W. Lansford Chair of 
Business at UM-C.

Ray has set an example for all of us by his shining example of Servant Leader-
ship.
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IN MEMORIAM

Division 3
Don Kerin
Richmond

Division 4
George Davis

Midtown-Kansas City

Division 5
Billie Sullivan

Boonville

Division 9
Pack Willimon

Meramec Valley Community

Division 14
Fred Horrell

Cape Girardeau

Division 21
Betty Flowers

Cabbot

Division 4
J. Roger Brown
Lee’s Summit

Division 5
Raymond Lansford

Columbia
Past Kiwanis 
International 

President

Division 12
Eric Kean

Monett

Division 17
Roy Row
Batesville

Division 24
Clay Gordin
Springdale

Division 4
Marti Cowherd

Warrensburg

Division 5
James Odom

Centralia

Division 9
Carl Moritz

Meramec Valley Community

Division 13
Dennis Johnson

Ozark Empire, Springfield

Division 20
A. Jenkins
Fort Smith

Division 24
Donald Stanton

Fayetteville-Sequoyah                    

Kiwanigram Submissions
Information to be included in the Kiwanigram may be submitted by e-mail to 
Kiwanigram@gmail.com. Please include the name and location of your club. 
Information about Service Leadership clubs and events may also be submitted. 
Photos from club service projects are always welcome. Preference will be given 
to photos of Kiwanians participating in and interacting with children at service 
projects. Please include a brief description of the project and the names of the 
Kiwanians featured in the photo if possible. The deadline for submissions is 5:00 
p.m. on the first Friday of the month in which the issue will appear.


